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Central Inteligence Agency

Washingtor. D € 2050%

30 September 1988
OCA 3287-88

The Honorable Louis Stokes, Chairman
Fermanent Select Committee orn Intelligence
House of Representatives

Washington, L.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The Lirector hes asked me to respond to your letter ot
28 July concerning reports to the House ana Senate Intelligence
Committees of "poessible violations of law, executive or
derivative regulations."

The stancard we use in reporting such violations is based
on Section 501 (a) (3) of the National Security Act of 1947,
which requires that the Intelligence Committees be informed of
any "illegal intelligence activity." The legislative history
to thet section makes clear that a report shell be made upon
confirmation of & violation, and should include a description
of corrective action taken with respect to the viclation.

There is a clear understanding within the Agency, again
basec on the legislative history to the Nationzl Security Act,
that the Committees will be informed of any intelligence
activity thet violates any aprplicable law of the United States,
any Executive Order or Presidential Directive, or significant
violation of a rule or regulation issueé¢ pursuant to law. This
information is provided to the Committees by the Office of
Concoressional Affairs, in coordination with the General Councsel
and the Inspector General. There is also an Agency regulation
that requires any employee who learns of any activity or
instruction that he believes is unlawful, contrary to Executive
Crder, Presicential LCirective or Agency regulation to inform
the General Counsel, Inspector General or the Director.
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SECRET

In response to your reguest, we have reviewed referrals
made to the Intelligence Oversight Board during the.last five
calendar years (1984 through the present) to determine whetyer
there were any reports involving a violation of law, Executive
Order or derivative regulations that were not also reported to
Intelligence Committees. The only matters that we have '
identified that were not reported to the Intelligence Committees
in this category contsisted of instances in which "technical"
violations of the Agency's Attorney General-approved pgocedures
or internzl Agency regulations occurred. These violations were
promptly corrected when the Office of General Counsel.learned
of them. Encloseé is a descrirtion of each of these 1nstances
with the remedial steps that were taken to prevent their
recurrence.

Sincerely,

25X1
Joprl L. Helggrson
Cirector gf/Congresdional Affairs
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D/OCA/JLH, 30 Sep 88 25X1
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The Honorable Louis Stokes, Chairman
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence
House of Representatives

wWashington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The Director has asked me to respond tc your letter of
28 July concerning reports to the House and Senate Intelligence
Committees of "possible violations of law, executive or
derivative regulations.”

The stancard we use in reporting such violations ies based
on Section 501 (a) (3) of the National Security Act of 1947,
which requires that the Intelligence Committees be informed of
any "illegal intelligence activity."” The legislative history
to that section makes clear that a report shall be made upon
confirmation of a violation, and should include a description
of corrective action taken with respect to the violation.

There is a clear understanding within the Agency, again
based on the legislative history to the National Security Act,
that the Committees will be informed of any intelligence
activity that violates any applicable law of the United States,
any Executive Order or Presidential Directive, or significant
violation of a rule or regulation issued pursuant to law. This
information is provided to the Committees by the Office of
Congressional Affairs, in coordination with the General Counsel
and the Inspector General. There is also an Agency regulation
that requires any employee who learns of any activity or
instruction that he believes is unlawful, contrary to Executive
Order, Presidential Directive or Agency regulation to inform
the General Counsel, Inspector General or the Director.
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In response to your reguest, we have reviewed referrals
made to the Intelligence Oversight Board during the last five
calendar years (1984 through the present) to determine whether
there were any reports involving a violation of law, Executive
Order or derivative regulations that were not also reported to
Intelligence Committees. The only matters that we have
jdentified that were not reported to the Intelligence Committees
in this category consisted of instances in which "technical"
violations of the Agency's Attorney General-approved procedures
or internal Agency regulations occurred. These violations were
promptly corrected when the Office of General Counsel learned
of them. Enclosed is a description of each of these instances
with the remedial steps that were taken to prevent their
recurrence.

Sincerely,

John L. Helgerson
Director of Congressional Affairs

Enclosures
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SUBJECT: Note for Director re Response to House Intelligence Committee
Request for Reports to the Intelligence Oversight Board

D/OCA/JLH/ |12 Sept 88 25X1
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the Intelligence Oversight Board during the last five years.
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" Attached is a letter from Chairman
stokes requesting that you provide the
Committee a written description of the
procedures within the Intelligence
Community for informing the oversight
committees of matters involving the
possible violation of Attorney General
guidelines. D/OCA plans to provide a
response over his signature.
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LOUIS STOKES, OHIO, CHAIRMAN Room H-805, U.S. CAPITOL
ANTHONY C. BEILENSON, CALIFORNIA {202) 225-4121
Ed . RASTENMEIER, WiSCONSIN
28:;;} : noé NEEW iensevl ONS THOMAS K. LATIMER, STAFF DIRECTOR
MICHAEL J. O'NEIL, CHIEF COUNSEL
ATTHEW F. MCRUGH, NEW YCRK -
‘rznum J. DWYER, NEW JERSEY U . S . H O U S E O F R E P R ES ENTATIVES THOMAS R. SMEETON, ASSOCIATE COUNSEL
CHARALES WILSON, TEXAS
BARBARA 8. KENNELLY, CONNECTICUT PERMANENT SELECT COMMITTEE
DAN GLICKMAN, KANSAS
. NICHOLAS MAVROULES, MASSACHUSETTS ON INTELLIGENCE

BILL RICHARDSON, NEW HEXICO

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6416

HENRY 1. HYDE, ILLINOIS

DICK CHENEY, WYOMING

BOB LIVINGSTON, LOUISIANA
808 MCEWEN, OHIO

DANIEL E. LUNGREN, CALIFORNIA
BUD SHUSTER, PENNSYLVAKIA

THOMAS S. FOLEY, WASHINGTON, EX OFFICIO
ROBERT H. MICHEL, ILLINO!S, EX OFFICIO

July 28, 1988

Honorable william H. Webster
Director of Central Intelligence
washington, D. C. 20505

Dear Judge webster:

Recently, the Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence was informed of a
matter involving the possible violation of Attorney General guidelines that
[ had been referred to the Intelligence Oversight Board. The Committee has peen
informed of few such referrals and wishes to review procedures of intelligence
| agencies and elements for 'informing the House and Senate Intelligence
| Committees of possible violations of law, executive order or derivative
} regulations.

Accordingly, I request that you provide the Committee with a written
description of the procedures within the intelligence community for informing
the committees of such matters and a comprehensive list aof all relevaot
referrals to the Intelligence Oversight Board during the previous five
calendar years. '

I have sent an identical request to the Secretary of Defense.

LOUIS STOKES
Chairman

cc: Honorable David L. Boren
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LOUIS STOKES, OHIO, CHAIRMAN HGOM H-AUD, U.D. CAPITOL

ANTHONY C. BEILENSON, CALIFORNIA (202) 225-4121
ROBERT W. KASTENMEIER, WISCONSIN
THOMAS K. LATIMER, STAFF DIRECTOR

ROBERT A. ROE, NEW JERSEY
E. SHCHAEL J. O'NEW, CHIEF COUNSEL

BERMARD . DWNER, NEW JERSEY U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES THOMAS R SMEETON. ASSOCIATE COUNSEL

CHARLES WILSON, TEXAS

BARBARA B. KENNELLY, CONNECTICUT PERMANENT SELECT COMMITTEE
GLICKMAN, KAN

NICHOLAS MAVAOULES, MASSACHUSETTS ON INTELLIGENCE

BILL RICHARDSON, NEW MEXICO
WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6416
HENRY . HYDE, ILLINOIS

DICK CHENEY, WYOMING

BOB LIVINGSTON, LOUISIANA
808 McEWEN, OHIO

DANIEL E. LUNGREN, CALIFORNIA
BUD SHUSTER, PENNSYLVANIA

THOMAS S. FOLEY, WASHINGTGN, EX OFFICIO
ROBERT H. MICHEL, ILLINOIS, EX OFFICIO

July 28, 1988

Honorable William H. Webster
Director of Central Intelligence
washington, D. C. 20505

Dear Judge Webster:

Recently, the Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence was informed of a
matter involving the possible violation of Attorney General guidelines that
had been referred to the Intelligence Oversight Soard. The Committee has been
informed of few such referrals and wishes to review procedures of intelligence
agencies and elements for 1nform1ng the House and Senate Intelligence
Committees of possible violations of law, executive order or derivative
regulations.

Accordingly, I request that you provide the Committee with a written
description of the procedures within the intelligence community for informing
the committees of such matters and a comprehensive list of all relevant
referrals to the Intelligence Oversight Board during the previous five
calendar yesrs.

I have sent an identical request to the Secretary of Defense.

LOUIS STOKES
Chairman

cc: Honorable David L. Boren
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